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15 ſhould i in . eee an 2 of pipes. 1 
adoration, is a thing far leſs to be wondeted, than that men pro- 


feſſing to build their whole hopes of immortality on the pro- 
miſes delivered in the ſacred books; and -cloſely interwoven 
with the hiſtory of our Saviour's Life, ſhould queſtion the 
truth of the meſſage which the angel brought. Some nine 
years ſince the Chriſtian Church was no leſs aſtoniſhed than 
offended, by an extravagant attempt [a] to heighten, as it was 
pretended, the importance of the Chriſtian Revelation, by 
overturning one of thoſe firſt principles," of-natural- religi 
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which had for ages been conſidered as the beast upon which the 
whole ſuperſtructure of Revelation ſtands, The notion of an 
immaterial principle in man, which, without an immedi: 
ertion of the divine power to the expreſs purpoſe of i its rac 
tion, muſt neceſſarily ſurvive the diſſolution of the body; the 
notion of an immortal ſoul, was condemned and exploded as an 
invention of heathen philoſophy. Death was repreſented as 
an utter extinction of the whole man, and the evangelical doc- 
trine of a reſurrection of the body, in an improved ſtate, to re- 
ceive again its immortal inhabitant, was heightened into the 
myſtery of a re · production of the annihilated perſon. How a 
perſon once annihilated could be re· produeed, ſo as to be the 
Tame perſon which had formerly exiſted, when no principle of 
ſameneſs, nothing neceſſarily permanent, was ſuppoſed to 
enter the original compoſition; how the preſent perſon could 
be intereſted in the future perſon's fortunes; why T ſhould be 
at all concerned for the happineſs or miſery of the man, Who 
ſome ages hence ſhall be raiſed from my aſhes; when the fu - 
ture man could be no otherwiſe the ſame with me, than as he 
was arbitrarily to be called the ſame, becauſe his body was to be 
compoſed of the ſame matter which now compoſes mine: tlieſe 
difficulties were but ill explained. It was thought a ſufficient 
recommendation of the ſyſtem with all its difficulties, that the 
promiſe of a reſurrection of the body ſeemed to acquire a ne- 
importance from it (but the truth is, ; that: it would loſe its 
whole importance, if this ſyſtem could be eſtabliſhed, ſince. it 
would become a mere prediction concerning a future race of 
men, and would be no promiſe to any men now exifting), and 


the notion of the ſoul's natural immortality was deemed an 
4 unſeemly 
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= app d ge of a | Chriſtian" 85 belief)" kor this Basehr 
reaſon, that it had been entertained by wiſe and virtu6us He: — 


thens, who had received no light from the Chriltian, nor, as: 
it was ſuppoſed, Tron ny earlier Revelation. 25 
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10 might have Wi pech that this 0 to nn 
every: ray of hope, which beams not from the glorious promiſes 
of the Goſpel, would have been accompanied with the moſt 
entire ſubmiſſion. of the underſtanding to the letter of the 
written word the moſt anxious ſollieitude for the eredit of the 
ſacred writers the warmeſt zealito maintain every eiroumſtance 
in the hiſtory of our Saviour's life, which might add authority „„ 
to his precepts, and weight to his promiſes, by heightening the 5 
dignity of his perſon. But ſo inconſiſtent with itſelf is human | 
folly; that they who at one time ſeemed to think it a prelimi-- 
nary, to bo required. of, every, one ,who would come to right 
belief of the e POR: he ſhould ace wil anderes Ha 
| Goſpel, as if reaſon.” r e e een nothing enen 0 
upon other occaſions diſcover: an, ayerſion to the belief of any, 
thing, which at all puts our reaſon to a ſtand : and in order- 
to wage war with, myſtery with the more advantage, they 
ſeruple net to geny, that that Spirit which enlightened the: 
firſt preachers, in the delivery of their. ral inſtruction, and ren- 
dered them infallible teachers of the age. im w which they, lived, 195 
directed them in the compoſition of thoſe writings, which they 55 
left for the edification of ſucceeding ew Lal. Freer K Fr : 


[a] * I hikes hag declared mytelf —_ to be A ar i in e * 
of the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles as writers,” De. Prieſtley Letter N N H. 


to N 


Part J. P. 132. 


f 
j 
ſ 
| 
z 

j 


ib 61] 


to "IO made ET REGION) inco 
tles [a): of doubtfull facts ig the Gofpęls z 396, appealing, from 


the teſtimony of the Ap 


to him, irhout any impeachment or his faith or character 


ing of which we ate: little anxious to divine, whieh ſeem in 


| \poſtles to their own judgements,. they 
have not ſcrupled to declare their, opinion, that the AMiracuſbus 
Conception of our Lord is a ſubject, © with reſpect to which: any 
i perſon is at full liberty to thinkęꝶ as the evidence ſhall appear 


oneluſiis reaſaping; in the Bpil- 


4 as a Chriſtian (30. And leſt a-fimpleiatomal of this/cktrardi> | 
. nary opinion ſhould; not be ſufficiently offenfave, it/1s[acoom- 
pavied with certain obſcure inſinuations c; the reſerved mran · 


tended to prepare the world not to be ſurprised, ifolomoring | 
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1 is not as the Birth- day of a Prophet that this day is fanctifed; 
but as the Anniverſary of that great event, which had been an. . 
nounced by the Whole ſaccefion of Prophets from the beginning 

of the world, and in which the predictions concerning the mahner 


of the Men "advert received their compleat alid literal ac- 
eomplichmene 


ditation more ſuited either to the ſeaſon, or to the times, 


than theſe two. points; | the  Unportaries o of this dodrine, as an 


4 2 21 1 1 {i 
"i Hiftory of 868 LPs I. p. EY | | 
K [#7 Letter to Dr, H: part I. p. 1 . 
le] Letter to Dr. H. "Farr 1. 96 


3. 
" Fs 
WO 


5 5 * 
* A. 
* 7 : e J 
2 - 7 7 2 * 4 * 9 18 # 2 x ag f £ 
4 f j I # 4 - 4 [ E L #4 4 | 
I *: 
» 1 * , py 
: . 


* 4 on 
1 


dete, Nie þ 


| | In the predictions, as well as in the correſpond- . 
ing event, the'efrcumſtince'6f the Miraculous Conception makes 
of prineipal a/part, that we thall not eaſily find ſabjetts of me⸗ 
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Ae ef the Chriſtian falth; and the — of te bs ics | 
by hieß the fü fs ſupported; it en 5 
clk! fig 5 len Bal la 10 1. 18 5 94 111 55 % * MIA 
Qlviking hat 2 foridatiqny of he hole dit | 
tipRipn between! the-charadter of Chriſt, in the condition: of > 

man, ancb that of any ather -Prophets. | Had: the: caheoption of 
Joſus:heerine tha natural: w a had hechern- the: fruit of Maty's „ 
matriags with her huſbümd s him interdourkt - with the Preity. „„ 
could have been of no ether: kind, then the nature of auß 
other man might have equally admitted an inte reourſe ofaioc 
higher kind than tie: Prophets enjoyed, vrhan:their minds were 
enligtitened: by: the: extraordinary influence! of tie Holy Spirit. 
The information canveyed to Jeſus might have bon oleares:: 
and; morecextentive; than any imparteib torany: former Prophet? 
but the manner and; the means of communication muſt haver = 
been the ſame. The Haly Satiptures ſpeak averyidifferent lan- 
| guage They tell us, that the . ſame God who ſpalte in- 
d times paſt:te: the Fathers by the flrophets, hath in theſe latter | 

days /ſpokenſunto us: by his Som [a) eridein iy eſtabliſingg 

a diſtinCtion, ofi Ohriſtianity. from practding Revelations, upon 
a diſtinction bet weem the, two characteta of a Prophist of God.. 
and of God's Som Moſes, the-greati Lauigiuei ofithe Its s 
deſcribed in the book of DEuTERoONOMY as ſuperior:tat all ſue- 
ceeding Prophets for the intimacy of his intercourſe with God, 
for the variety of His whirkcles, and for the authotity/ with which f 
be was ni ' «© There aroſe not a Prophet in Iſrael like unto 1 
« Moſes, whom Jehovah knew face to face: in all: the ſigns 5 
and wondgrs: which Jehovah ſent him to do- in the land | 

> fail. | 


66 of ; 


« of Egypt to Pharaoh and all: -his * 0 to ee 
« and in all that mighty hand, and in ali the great ter ter 


« which Moſes ſhewed in the ſight. of all Iſrael [2]. g Vet ch 


great Prophet, raiſed up to be che leader and the legillafor of 


God's people; this greateſt of th the Prophets, with whom Jehoval 
converſed face to face, as a man talketh with his friend bore, 


we are told, to Jeſus, the humble relation of a ſervant to a. 


ſor. ſb}; And Teſt the ſuperiority: on the ſide oß the Son ſheuld. 
be deemed a meer ſuperiority of the office to wick he was ap- 


pointed, we are told, that the Sbn is “higher than the afgelb,“ 


being the * effulgence of God's glory, the expreſ image of his 


ce perſon [c}Þ,”: the: God +:whoſe:throne' is for ever and ever, 


the ſcepter of whoſe kingdom is a ſcepter of righteduſneſs Ta} ins. 
and this high dignity of the Son cis alleged as a motive'for'a © 
religious obedience to his commands, and for reliance on his pro- 


miſes. It is this indeed which gives ſuch authority to his pre- 
cepts, and ſuoh certainty to his whole doctrine, as render faith ' 
in him the firſt duty oft religion. Had Chriſt been a meer 
Prophet, to believe in Chriſt» had been the ſame thing as to 
believe in John the Baptiſt. The meſſages indeed; announced 
on the part of God by Chriſt, and by John the Baptiſt, might 


Hence it it. appears, that the ED KEY Chriſt, as a many. 


held with God, , was OT. in Fig Wen that {which — 


la] Deut. XXxIV. 10-1. 157 Heb. iii. _ Git: | 
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have been 'different ; and the importance of the different meſ- 
ſages, wow” but the Tho W belief ihe Res 9 1 bade 15 
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| 1 not he; wang ges pn, ole we abe to the 
faitk tranſmitted to us from the primitive ages, and believe chars „ 
the Etern Word, who was in the beginning with God, and wass 
God, ſo Joined to himſelf the holy thing which was formed in 
Mary's womb, that the two natures, fr the commencement 5 
of »the/Virgin's-conceptiori; made one perſon. Betucen Goldt 
and any living being having a a dict perſonality of. bis own 9 

arate from the Godhead, no other communion could obtain 
than what ſhould conſiſt;in the action of the Diyine Spirit upon 

the faculties of the ſeparate: perſon. . This communion with 3 
God the Prophets a But Jeſus, according to the A 
 mitive, daAtrins, was f fo united to the eyer-living word, that the 
very exiſtence of the man conſiſted. in this anon el. We thall- „ 


L 80 Theodoret in che fourth of the ſeven dialogües abont the Ti nity, Pb. D * 
liſhed under the flame of Athanaſius. The perſons in this dialogue ure an Orthb - 
dox Believer and an Apollinarian. The Apollinarian aſke, Out gu u Lorne . + 
tones j the Believer replies, am Aoys. wre aipunroy avror old irg, aun 
yap drarthiu avrs w T9 inet in Apys Muh. To the fame | purpoſe Joannes 
Damaſcenus, I" va wpovnegary xa laß oapx alin d Duo; Aye, GAN" +} 
EV0IX100% TY yasp: hs ayias Abedeng ormreguypanilus, 1 * dall 6 Vroraon ex, Ty r, 8 
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SAPKI 'THOETAEIE, De Fide ( Orthodoxd, lib. 3. cap. It. and again, cap, VII. 
vapocſſal ro ar dl Nea v raph deren 11 Ty « Or A. 
Sroraols, Sb alſo Gregor ee bs ric aN | ech 24} 
Joxeas'' Aye. Yeov), xalakiles, ——— wy 0 ec reh , 
pm, ea fin nal nc Us TE u rune, 1 aue ms wee. 
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bb bod, this -propoſi niſtence c | 

| Wo ry cry gr ever hall « zonſig, ee aging | 
with the Word ; we ſhall not ſnd thia propoſi tion in thaſa 
terms in Saripture. Would to God: the neceſſity never; had: 
atiſen of ſtatiug the diſcoveries. of Revelation in metaphyſical 
propoſitions: © The inſpired writers delivered their ſublimaſt 
doctrines in popular language, and ahſtained as much as poſſihle 

from a: philoſophical phraſeology. By the perpetual. cavils off 
 gainſayers, and tie diffikulties which they have ;raiſed 1 later. | 

teachers, in the afection-ob the ſame:daftrines, Hav been reduced) 

 ta:the: unpleaſing beceſſity obavailing OT e e 
| precaſion: a era ng] eee e 263 ie tee e 
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en aud set the ne tel b the Lame words in 
Setipture; wa find it Seripture what amounts to a clear a 
of the proppſition,, We find the.charaeriltic: progertieg of, bot 
natures, the Human anda the Divine, aſeribedota the ſame per- 
ſon. Wes read oß Jeſus, that he ſuffered from hunger and from 
fatigue: That he wept for grief, and was diſtroſſed with fears.) 
That he was obnoxious to all the evils of humanity; excepr 
the 'propeniſity*rd "fin. We read of the ſame” Jeſus, that he had 
„Olo wich the Father before nt ok 5 3 that * * r 
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445 or bop mots ; ; powers; all CL were created 1615 tim 
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«and tor him“ (c13 and.“ he. upbaldeth all things by the word... 
p 2 A bis, power fe. be de kin weg gnueg eee | 
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ching elfe, which the Fathers aflerted' it tafmb Borttbwed om 
the'{ch86ls' of Philsophy, when kb | 
principle of perſonality atid-individu 
was ltifoti with the ünerbated Word fo}. A-dofriiie iti which = 
have bsen implied; Mad tie 
thing not been recorded; ſihes a mit; corlbeived in the bf! 
naty way, would have derived the principles of: his Eiftenst 
from the meer phyſical powers df generation. Union with te 
Divine Nature could not have been the principle of ah bxiſtenes 
phyſically derived from Adam]; and that intimate union of 
and tan in the Redeemer's perſon,” which the r 
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| „ 
offering of himſelf as an expiatöry Sacrifice ; that the nixinerof 
his Conception ſhould! be ſuch, that he ſhould in no degree 
partake of the natural pollution of the fallen race, wlioſe guilt 


be came to atone, nor be included in the general condemnation 
of Adam's progeny. In what the ſtain of original ſin may 
conſiſt, and in what manner it may be propagated, it 1s not to 
my preſent purpoſe t to enquire. It is ſufficient that Adam's crime, 
by the appointment of Providence, involved his whole poſte- 
rity in puniſhment, «+ In Adam,“ ſays the Apoſtle, * all die [aH 
And for many lives thus forfeited, a ſingle life, itſelf a-forfeit, 
had been no ranſom, ., Nor by the Divine ſentence only, inflict- 
ing death on the progeny, for: the offence of the progenitor ; 
but by the proper guilt of his own. fins, every one ſprung; by 
natural deſcent from the loius of Adam is a debtor to Divine 
Juſtice, and incapable of becoming a mediator for his gere 
In many things, ſays St. James, “we, offend all [o. If 
« we ſay that we have no fin,” We. deceive ourſelves,” "foi. 
St. John, and the truth is not in us. And if any man ſin, 
« we have an advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt. the 
6 righteous, . and he is the propitiation for our fins Le.“ of ren 
we Chriſtians all offend, without exception _ even of. the firſt 
and beſt Chriſtians, the Apoſtles, | But St. John clearly ſepa- 
rates the righteous advocate from the maſs of thoſe offenders. 
That any Chriſtian is enabled, by the aſſiſtance of God's Spi- 
tit, to attain to that degree of purity which may entitle him to 


the future benefits of the ee is BA. a en benefit 
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| nn bled hath been made for us: and ihe, tid. 
1 ner the aſſault of every temptation maintained that unſullied | 
3 oe, which gives merit and efficacy to his Sacrifice and 
Interceſſion, could not be of the nu mber of thoſe, whoſe offences 
called for an expiation and whoſe frailties needed a Divine af 
ſiſtance, to raiſe! them effectually from dead works to ſerve the 
Living God. In drief, the, condemnation and the iniquity: of 
Adam's progeoy were univerſal( To reverſe the univerſal ſen- 
tence, and to purge the uniyerſal corruption, a Redeemer was 
to be found pure of every Hain of inbred and contracted guilt. 
And ſince every perſon, produced in the natural way, could not 
but be of the contaminated race; the purity, requiſite to the el 
| ficacy of the Redeemer's Atonement, made it neceſſary, that the 
manner of his Nr ra be e h 7 
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he os ſee 5 nece e e the Miracylous Con- 
ception with the other articles of the Chriſtian faith. The incar- 
nation of the Divine Word, ſo roundly afſerted by St. John, and 
ſo clearly implied | in innumerable paſſages, of Holy Writ, in any 
other way had been impolible.; ; and t the Redeemer 8 Atonement, 
| inadequate and ineffectual. Tifomuch that, had the extraordi- 
nary manner of our Lord's generation made no part of the . 
evangelical narrative, the o opinion f might have been Icfended, 
as a PR clearly ioptied | in the e Atte. 
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on ths: other hand, it were not difficult to ſhew, that the - 


Miraculous Conception, once admitted, naturally brings up after | 


it t the great d docttines of the Atonement and the Incarnation. | 
The 
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The Mitaculous Conception of ouf Lord, evideritly: Jonplies 
ſome higher purpoſe-of his coming," than the mere buſineſs of 
a teacher. The buſineſs of a teacher might hae been performed 
by a mete man, enlightened by the prophetic ſpirit. För vrhat- 
ever inſtruction men havẽ the capacity to receive, a main might 
have been made the inſtrument to convey.” Had: teaching thete- 
ta ban the ſole purpoſe of our Shvibut%''toming,) a mers 
might have done the whole buſineſs; and the ſipernatural 
ewnerptlon had been an untteceffuty miracle. He therefore, 
Vo came li this mirdtilois Ways cable Upon Wtie Higher bus 
ie, to which 4 tiere, frfft: Wat Ute. He came tö be 
made a fin- offeriug for ws, hät dd ante be wache ebe rite: Z 
. ˙ 
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80 eloſe therefore is the connection of this drm 
fact with the' cardinal U6Erines er the Goſpel} that it may be 
juſtiy devimed a neceffary branch bf tlie ſeherne of Nedemption? 
and in no-other lignit was it cotifideret! by St. Paul, WhO men“ 
tons ir ardong the chrtkterlitles keene Redeemef, that he 
ſhould be « made 7 a Foman b _ Tt this mort ſentefes St. 
Paul bears a | remarkkble teſtimon ny to 1 5 truth of the Change 
lical hictory in t this circuraltarice, | And v, m my y brethren, 
have not ſo learned Chriſt, but that af you. wall | 1 the teſti 


mony of St. Fa ul to the a Judgement of ot o have 
Le) a Cor. v, at. 5 | 75 LS 


L. Gal. iv, 4.“ There i is ng referomge to the we Conception either, 


„in the I Aa., 0 in any of the wk Dr. 'Priefifey's Laue to Di; H. 
. E 120 0 2201197565 372 1 If 
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„We peeabt thee wen an ictleaddh6defs tor 8 
for the want of inſight, which they diſrover, into the real antes.” 
reſts and proper cn⁰d tions of their own ſyſtem. It is by na 
means ſufficient for their purpaſe, that they ĩnfiſt not on the 
belief of the; Miraculous CGonoeption. : They muſt inſſſt upan 
the diſbelief of it: if they expect a make diſceming men pro 
ſelytes to their Socinian doctrine. Ehe muſt diſpro /e it's be- 
fore they can reduce the Goſpol to what: their ſcheme of infer- 
pretation makes it; a mere religion of mature, a ſyſtem of tha 
beſt practical Deiſm, enftuced b the: ſapdtibn: of high re. 
wards, and formidable ;puniſhments,. im ai future Hife; which a 
| ars yet. no rewards and no: puniſhments, hut ſimply the 
enjoyments andthe; ſufforings of a newiraqeiof:mentarbe. made, 
out of old materials, andothetsfore conſtitute no ſandi on when: 
the priticiples of the- materialiſtuare ipdorparated: with, thqſe: 


of te Vasia in Wen e the ON: Ju 91 
450481 gig? 117 8 1 
Having] PINE ts Saad tha Aae of tlie Mes, 


lous Canception, as an article tos our faith z let ua in the nent 
place conſider the e Nay the Ns 9g the fact 
iö . in "93. een 1.9 „ 
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des Within a fer yeh after dur dies Afeenſion ; „ 
80 Luke, whoſe narrative was compoſed, as may be collected X 
from the author's ſhort preface, to prevent the miſchief that 
was to be apprehended: from ſome pretended hiſtories of our 
Saviour's life, in which-the truth. was probably blended with 
many legendary tales, It is very ! remarkable, that the fact of: 
the Miraculous Conception ſhould be found in the firſt of the 


four Goſpels ;| written at a time hen many of the near rela- 


tions of the Holy Family muſt have been living, by -whom': 
the ſtory, had it been falſe; had: been eaſily confuted that it 


ſhould be found again in St. Luke's Goſpel; written for the 


peculiar uſe of the converted G Gentiles, and for the expreſs 
_ purpoſe of furniſhing. 4 ſammaty--of authentic facts, and of 
ſuppreſſing ſpurious | narrations. Was it not ordered by ſome 


peculiar providenee of God that the two great branches of 


the primitive church; the Hebrew congregations, for which 


St. Matthew wrote, and the Greek congregations for which 


St. Luke wrote; ſhould find an expreſs; record of the Miracy- 


lous Conception each. in its proper G Goſpel? Or if we conſider: - 
the teſtim̃ony of the writers, ſimply as hiſtorians of the times in 
which they lived, without regard to their inſpiration, which is not 
admitted by the adverſary; were not Matthew and Luke, Mat- 
thew, one of the twelve Apoſtles: of gur Lord, and Luke, the 
companion of St. Paul, competent to examine the evidence of 


the facts, which they have recorded ? Is it likely that they have 
recorded. facts, upon the, credit. of a vague report, without ex- 
amination? And was it reſerved, for the Unitarians of the 


eighteenth. century to detect their errors? St. Luke thought 
himſelf 


1 5 1 


himſelf particularly well qualified for the work, in Which he 
engaged, by his exact knowledge of the ſtory, which he under- 

took to write, in all its circumſta y beginnin 

It is aid indeed by a writer/ of the very firſt axitionity tid 
high i in credit, that his Goſpel was compoſed from St. Paul's 
ſermons. Luke, the attendant of St. Paul,” ſaysIrenzus, put 
« into his book the Goſpel preached by that Apoſtle,” This being 
premiſed, attend Ibeſeech you, to the account which St. Luke 
gives of his own undertaking.” It ſeemed good to me alſo, 
6 having had perfect underſtanding of all things from the very 
4 firſt, to write unto thee in order, moſt excellent Theophilus, 
that thou mighteſt know the certainty of thoſe things wherein 
« thou' haſt been inſtructed. The laſt verſe might be more 
literally rendered, * that' thou might know the. exact truth of 
« thoſe doctrines, wherein thou haſt been caTzcnIzeD.” St. 
Luke's Goſpel therefore, if the writer's own word may be taken 
about his own work, is an hiſtorical expoſi 
chiſm, which Theophilus had learned, when he was firſt made 
a Chriſtian. The two firſt articles, i in this hiſtorical expoſition, 
are the hiſtory of the Baptift's birth, and that of Mary's mira- 
culous impregnation. | We have much more therefore than 
the teſtimony of St. Luke, in addition to that of St. Matthew, 35 
to the truth of the fact of the Miraculous Conception: we 
have the teſtimony of St. Luke, that this fact was a part of the 
earlieſt catechetical inſtruction: a part of the catechiſm, no 
doubt, which St. Paul's converts learnt of the Apoſtle. Let 
this then be your anſwer, if auy man ſhall aſk you a reaſon 
of this part of your faith; tell him, that On _ _ learn- 


wy St. 3 catechiſm, CCC . 
. From 


ion of the Cates - 


viour's life; than that St. Peter ſhould be enabled to detect 


13 1 
Ftom what hath been ſaid, you. will cafily; perceive, tha the 
"endenceidi! the / fact of our Lord's Miracblons. Cor n 8 
anſwerable to the great importance of the doctripeʒ and Jou 
will eſteem it an objection af little weight, that the modern 
| advocates! of the Unitarian ateuets cannot, otherwiſt give 4 co 
lour to their wretched cavſe,! than by denying the inſpiration 
of the ſacred hiſtorians, that they may ſeem to themſelyves at 
liberty to reject their teſtimony. Von, will remember, that the 
doctrines of the Chriſtian Revelation were ngt originally deliv vered . 
in a ſyſtem; but inter woven in the hiſtory of our Saviour life 
To ſay therefore, that the ſrſt preachers were not inſpired in the 
compoſition of the narratives,, in which their doctrine, 1 is con 
veyed, is nearly. the ſame thing, as to deny. their inſpirstian 
in the general. Vou will perhaps think it incredible, that they, 
who were afliſled. by the Divine Spirit when they preached. | 
ſhould be deſetted by that Spirit, when they committed. what 
they had preached to writing. You will think it improhable, 
that they, who were endowed: with the gift of diſcerniny 
ſpirits, ſhould be endowed: with no gift of diſcerning the 15 95 
of facts. You will recollect one inſtance upon record, in which 
. Peter detected a falſehood by the light of Inſpiration: and 
vou will perhaps de inelined to think, that it could be of no Teſs. 
importance to the Church, that the Apoſtles and Eyangeliſts 
ſhould be enabled to detect falſehoods in the hiſtory of our Sa- 


Ananias's lie about the fale of his eſtate. You Will think! it un- 
likely that they who were ledde by the Spirit into all truth, ſhould 
be permitted to lead. the whole Church for many ages into error; 


that they ſhould be REO to leave behind them, as authentic 
1 a memoirs 


—— | —_ 


| [0 by 
memoirs: of their Maſter's life, narratives compiled wh little 

_ « judgement or ſelection from the ſtories of the day, from facts 

and fiftions in promiſcuous circulation, The credulity, which 
ſwallows theſe contradictions, while it ſtrains at myſteries, is 
not the faith which will remeve mountains. The Ebionites of 
antiquity, little as they were famed for penetration and diſ- 
cernment, managed however the affairs of the ſe& with more: 
diſcretion than our modern Unitarians. They queſtioned not 
the inſpiration of the books which they received; but they re- 
ceived only one book, a ſpurious copy of St. Matthew's Goſpel, 
curtailed of the two firſt chapters. You will think it no in- 

_ conſiderable confirmation of the doctrine in queſtion; that the 
ſect which firſt denied it, to paliats, "their infidelity, found it 
neceſſary to reject three of the 30 pels, Ee to mutilate the 
fourth, ; Ps 


Not in words therefore and i in form, but with hearts foll of 
faith and gratitude, you will join in the ſolemn ſervice. of the 
day, and return thanks to God. «+ who- gave his only begotten. 
« Son to take our nature upon him, and, as at this time, to be. 
+ born of a pure Virgin.“ You will always remember that it is 
the great uſe of a ſound faith, that it furniſhes the moſt effec- 
tual motives to a good life. You will therefore not reſt in the: 
merit of a ſpeculative faith, You will make it your conſtant = 
endeavour that your lives may adorn your profeſſion——that | 
„ your light may ſo ſhine before men, that they, ſeeing your 
good works, may glorify your Father which is in heaven.” 
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